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Serving the Country’s Strategic and Governance Needs with the Support of Management Science :

The COVID-19 Special Project from the Department of Management Sciences

Ren Zhiguang” Liu Zuoyi Yang Liexun

Department of Management Sciences» National Natural Science Foundation of China » Beijing 100085
Abstract Reinforcing the commitment towards national major strategic needs, and endorsing the General
Secretary Xi Jinping’ s direction of basic research, the National Natural Science Foundation of China
(NSFC) promptly granted a special project, as a quick response during the early pandemic, entitled The
Response, Governance, and Impact of the COVID-19 and Related Public Health Emergencies(the COVID-
19 special project). In this review, we summarized the practice of the department of management sciences

in the selection, approval and evaluation of this project. We critically reflected on our experiences in

* Corresponding Author, Email: renzg@nsfc. gov. cn
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implementation. We argued that the grant and management of basic science projects has great potential to
yield better evidence to support better decision making, project management should be improved through
mechanism of stronger top-down design, more problem-focused priority setting and rapid response, and

more accountable process and outcome evaluation.
Keywords national major strategic needs; COVID-19; department of management sciences; basic research
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