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Towards excellence and inclusiveness in US National Science Foundation:

From funding strategies to regional distribution

Zhang Zuo' Wang Wenze’ Wei Qin’
(1. Collage of Public Administration s Central China Normal University s Wuhan 430079
2. Personnel Bureau , National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing 1000853

3. Office of Research Integrity., National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing 100085)

Abstract  Establishing an institution of science foundation to support the national basic research
development is a worldwide approach in the country. The National Science Foundation (NSF) in United
States not only has a far-reaching impact on American scientific development, but also was regarded as a
successful model for developing national science funds around the world. Based on the analysis of the
characteristics of basic research and the inevitability of the national science foundation, we firstly make a
review of development strategy of NSF from a hierarchy with three levels—*“core mission”, “vision” and
“strategic goal”, and analyze the core merits—excellence and inclusiveness—of NSF. Then, based on NSF-
funded statistics, we analyze the regional characteristics of funding in different regions of the United
States. We hope our results can provide some inspirations for National Natural Science Foundation of China

to make scientific strategies and to coordinate regional balance.

Key words NSF; funding strategy; regional distribution; excellence; inclusiveness
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