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Distribution regularity and main scientific issues of strategic mineral

resources in Central Asia and adjacent regions

Li Wenyuan Hong Jun Chen Bo Liu Jiang Ma Zhongping Yang Bo
(Xi'an Center of Geological Survey, CGS, Xi'an 7100545 Northwest Center of Geoscience and Technology Innovation, CGS, Xi'an 710054

China-SCO Cooperative Research Center on Geoscience s Ministry of Natural Resources, Xi'an 710054)

Abstract Central Asia and adjacent countries, which are members or observers of SCO, crossing the
Tethys and Altaids, have great potential in strategic mineral resources development. Because of its
advantageous geography, this region should be given high priority for venture exploration and exploitation.
Metallogenic research and potential evaluation on these strategic mineral resources in this region can
forcefully promote related ore genetic theories and mineral exploration techniques, and lay a solid
foundation for construction of oversea resource bases. All these also meet the demands of “Belt and Road”
Initiative. In this context, this paper reviews basic tectonics of the Tethys and Altaids, and distributions
and research progress of critical metal mineral resources in Central Asia and adjacent countries. Several key

issues on future studies are also suggested that should be focused on.

Key words Central Asia;strategic mineral resources;distribution regularity;key scientific issues



