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The development of women scientists in China and its supporting policy

Huang Yuanxi Zhao Linjia

(National Academy of Innovation Strategy . China Association for Science and Technology, Beijing 100038)

Abstract Women scientists are important forces in promoting scientific and technological progress, and the
major part of the country’s science and technology talent. At present, women scientists in China play an
important role in the field of science and technology. There are some problems as well, such as the
pyramidal hierarchical structure of women talents, its obvious discipline differentiation, fewer scientific
research output, rewards and funding for women, and their low level of participation in scientific decision-
making. These problems are influenced by the social and cultural environment, scientific and technological
development of the country, female subjective value priority and so on. In order to promote the role of
women scientists, the Chinese government has made great efforts, including introduction of relevant

policies on funding and rewards.
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